London Through Chinese Eyes.

be at all extensively followed by the other sections of
the community* Or the afternoon tea may be just a
ladies' function in some countries, but in England it
knows no distinctions of either sex or wealth* Another
testimony to English democracy!

As everybody knows* the tea originally came from China
where to-day it is still the standing beverage of the day*
The plant being a foreign importation, it is said that up
to not so very long ago there were in England considerable
misconceptions in the public minds as regards the exact
method of using it* For example, even in these days,
it is imagined in some quarters that as the chop-sticks
are the sole implements for eating in China, so the Chinese
also drink their soup with them* Accordingly, it was
thought that the Chinese way of drinking tea was to decant
away the actual liquid but suck the leaves instead I

How much truth there is in this popular legend it is
not easy to find out, but it shows that somehow or other
popular misconceptions will exist when a foreign custom
is introduced into the country* In proof of this one need
only to be reminded of the way in which the tobacco
was first introduced into England* When Sir Walter
Raleigh returned from Virginia and smoked his first pipe,
the members of his household were mystified by the
amount of smoke which issued from Sir Walter's nostrils*
One, more faithful than the rest, thought that his master's
clothes were on fire; so, without the least hesitation, he
went and poured a bucket of water over the gallant knight I

In China, apart from convivial occasions, when foreign
as well as Chinese, intoxicants are requisitioned, the tea
is drunk at all hours of the day and night, although lately